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The aggregate market value of the voting stock held by non-affiliates of the registrant at June 30, 2017, based on the
closing price, was $294,857,157.

The number of shares of the registrant's common stock outstanding on March 2, 2018 was 8,675,516.

DOCUMENTS INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE

Portions of the Proxy Statement of the Registrant for the Annual Meeting of Shareholders to be held on May 15, 2018,
are incorporated by reference in Part III of this report.
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PART 1
Forward-Looking Statements
This report contains forward-looking statements with respect to the financial condition, results of operations and
business of American National Bankshares Inc. (the "Company") and its wholly owned subsidiary, American National
Bank and Trust Company (the "Bank"). These forward-looking statements involve risks and uncertainties and are
based on the beliefs and assumptions of management of the Company and on information available to management at
the time these statements and disclosures were prepared. Forward-looking statements are subject to numerous
assumptions, estimates, risks, and uncertainties that could cause actual conditions, events, or results to differ
materially from those stated or implied by such forward-looking statements.
A variety of factors, some of which are discussed in more detail in Item 1A — Risk Factors, may affect the operations,
performance, business strategy, and results of the Company. Those factors include but are not limited to the following:
financial market volatility including the level of interest rates could affect the values of financial instruments and the
amount of net interest income earned;

general economic or business conditions, either nationally or in the market areas in which the Company does
. business, may be less favorable than expected, resulting in deteriorating credit quality, reduced demand for

credit, or a weakened ability to generate deposits;
competition among financial institutions may increase and competitors may have greater financial resources and
develop products and technology that enable those competitors to compete more successfully than the Company;
businesses that the Company is engaged in may be adversely affected by legislative or regulatory changes, including
changes in accounting standards and tax laws;
the ability to retain key personnel;
the failure of assumptions underlying the allowance for loan losses; and
risks associated with mergers, acquisitions, and other expansion activities.
ITEM 1 — BUSINESS
American National Bankshares Inc. is a one-bank holding company organized under the laws of the Commonwealth
of Virginia in 1984. On September 1, 1984, the Company acquired all of the outstanding capital stock of American
National Bank and Trust Company, a national banking association chartered in 1909 under the laws of the United
States. American National Bank and Trust Company is the only banking subsidiary of the Company.
On January 1, 2015, the Company completed its acquisition of MainStreet BankShares, Inc. ("MainStreet") pursuant
to the terms and conditions of the Agreement and Plan of Reorganization, dated as of August 24, 2014, between the
Company and MainStreet. Immediately after the merger of MainStreet into the Company, Franklin Community Bank,
N.A. ("Franklin Bank"), MainStreet's wholly-owned bank subsidiary, merged with and into the Bank. Franklin Bank
provided banking services to its customers from three banking offices located in Rocky Mount, Hardy, and Union
Hall, Virginia.
As of December 31, 2017, the operations of the Company are conducted at twenty-six banking offices and two loan
production offices in Roanoke, Virginia and Raleigh, North Carolina. Through these offices, the Company serves its
primary market area of south central Virginia and north central North Carolina. The Bank provides a full array of
financial products and services, including commercial, mortgage, and consumer banking; trust and investment
services; and insurance. Services are also provided through thirty-four Automated Teller Machines ("ATMs"),
"Online Banking," and "Telephone Banking."
The Company has two reportable segments, (i) community banking and (ii) trust and investment services. For more
financial data and other information about each of the Company’s operating segments, refer to "Note 20 - Segment and
Related Information" of the Consolidated Financial Statements contained in Item 8 of this Form 10-K.
Competition and Markets
Vigorous competition exists in the Company's service areas. The Company competes not only with national, regional,
and community banks, but also with other types of financial institutions including savings banks, finance companies,
mutual and money market fund providers, brokerage firms, insurance companies, credit unions, and mortgage
companies.
The Company’s primary market area is south central Virginia and north central North Carolina. The Company also has
a significant presence in Roanoke, Virginia. The Company's Virginia banking offices are located in the cities of
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Danville, Lynchburg and Martinsville and in the counties of Bedford, Campbell, Franklin, Halifax, Henry,
Pittsylvania and Roanoke. In North Carolina, the Company's banking offices are located in the cities of Burlington,
Graham, Greensboro, Mebane and Winston-Salem and in the counties of Alamance, Caswell and Guilford.
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The Company has the largest deposit market share in the City of Danville, Virginia. The Company had a deposit
market share in the Danville Micropolitan Statistical Area of 35.3% at June 30, 2017, based on Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation ("FDIC") data. The Company has the second largest deposit market share in Pittsylvania
County, Virginia. The Company had a deposit market share in Pittsylvania County of 23.4% at June 30, 2017, based
on FDIC data.

The Virginia market area, in which the Company has a significant presence, continues to show improvement. The
region's economic base continues to be weighted toward the manufacturing sector. Although the region was
negatively impacted by the elimination of many textile plant closings over several decades, the area has experienced
some new manufacturing plant openings as well as job growth in the technology area. Other important industries
include farming, tobacco processing and sales, food processing, and packaging tape production.

The Company's market area in North Carolina has strong competition in attracting deposits and making loans. Its most
direct competition for deposits comes from commercial banks, savings institutions and credit unions located in the
market area, including large financial institutions that have greater financial and marketing resources available to
them. The Company had a deposit market share in Alamance County of 15.0% at June 30, 2017, based on FDIC data,
which was the second largest of any FDIC-insured institution.

In the fall of 2016, the Company announced the opening of a de novo branch in each of Roanoke, Virginia and
Winston-Salem, North Carolina.

Supervision and Regulation

The Company and the Bank are extensively regulated under federal and state law. The following information
describes certain aspects of that regulation applicable to the Company and the Bank and does not purport to be
complete. Proposals to change the laws, regulations, and policies governing the banking industry are frequently raised
in U.S. Congress, in state legislatures, and before the various bank regulatory agencies. The likelihood and timing of
any changes and the impact such changes might have on the Company and the Bank are impossible to determine with
any certainty. A change in applicable laws, regulations or policies, or a change in the way such laws, regulations or
policies are interpreted by regulatory agencies or courts, may have a material impact on the business, operations, and
earnings of the Company and the Bank.

American National Bankshares Inc.

American National Bankshares Inc. is qualified as a bank holding company ("BHC") within the meaning of the Bank
Holding Company Act of 1956, as amended (the "BHC Act"), and is registered as such with the Board of Governors
of the Federal Reserve System (the "FRB"). As a bank holding company, American National Bankshares Inc. is
subject to supervision, regulation and examination by the FRB and is required to file various reports and additional
information with the FRB. American National Bankshares Inc. is also registered under the bank holding company
laws of Virginia and is subject to supervision, regulation and examination by the Bureau of Financial Institutions of
the Virginia State Corporation Commission (the "SCC").

Under the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, a BHC may elect to become a financial holding company and thereby engage in
a broader range of financial and other activities than are permissible for traditional BHC's. In order to qualify for the
election, all of the depository institution subsidiaries of the BHC must be well capitalized, well managed, and have
achieved a rating of "satisfactory" or better under the Community Reinvestment Act (the "CRA"). Financial holding
companies are permitted to engage in activities that are "financial in nature" or incidental or complementary thereto as
determined by the FRB. The Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act identifies several activities as "financial in nature," including
insurance underwriting and sales, investment advisory services, merchant banking and underwriting, and dealing or
making a market in securities. American National Bankshares Inc. has not elected to become a financial holding
company, and has no plans to become a financial holding company.

American National Bank and Trust Company

American National Bank and Trust Company is a federally chartered national bank and is a member of the Federal
Reserve System. As a national bank, the Bank is subject to supervision, regulation and examination by the Office of
the Comptroller of the Currency (the "OCC") and is required to file various reports and additional information with
the OCC. The OCC has primary supervisory and regulatory authority over the operations of the Bank. Because the
Bank accepts insured deposits from the public, it is also subject to examination by the FDIC.
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Depository institutions, including the Bank, are subject to extensive federal and state regulations that significantly
affect their business and activities. Regulatory bodies have broad authority to implement standards and initiate

proceedings designed to prohibit depository institutions from engaging in unsafe and unsound banking practices. The
standards relate generally to
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operations and management, asset quality, interest rate exposure, and capital. The bank regulatory agencies are
authorized to take action against institutions that fail to meet such standards.

As with other financial institutions, the earnings of the Bank are affected by general economic conditions and by the
monetary policies of the FRB. The FRB exerts a substantial influence on interest rates and credit conditions, primarily
through open market operations in U.S. Government securities, setting the reserve requirements of member banks, and
establishing the discount rate on member bank borrowings. The policies of the FRB have a direct impact on loan and
deposit growth and the interest rates charged and paid thereon. They also impact the source, cost of funds, and the
rates of return on investments. Changes in the FRB's monetary policies have had a significant impact on the operating
results of the Bank and other financial institutions and are expected to continue to do so in the future; however, the
exact impact of such conditions and policies upon the future business and earnings cannot accurately be predicted.
The Dodd-Frank Act

On July 21, 2010, President Obama signed into law the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act
(the "Dodd-Frank Act"). The Dodd-Frank Act significantly restructured the financial regulatory regime in the United
States and has had a broad impact on the financial services industry as a result of the significant regulatory and
compliance changes required under the act. A summary of certain provisions of the Dodd-Frank Act is set forth
below:

Increased Capital Standards. The federal banking agencies are required to establish minimum leverage and risk-based
capital requirements for banks and bank holding companies. See "Capital Requirements" below. Among other things,
the Dodd-Frank Act provides for newer and stronger standards.

Deposit Insurance. The Dodd-Frank Act makes permanent the $250,000 deposit insurance limit for insured deposits.
Amendments to the Federal Deposit Insurance Act also revise the assessment base against which an insured
depository institution's deposit insurance premiums paid to the Deposit Insurance Fund (the "DIF") will be calculated.
Under the amendments, the assessment base will no longer be the institution's deposit base, but rather its average
consolidated total assets less its average tangible equity during the assessment period. Additionally, the Dodd-Frank
Act makes changes to the minimum designated reserve ratio of the DIF, increasing the minimum from 1.15% to
1.35% of the estimated amount of total insured deposits and eliminating the requirement that the FDIC pay dividends
to depository institutions when the reserve ratio exceeds certain thresholds. The Dodd-Frank Act also provides that
depository institutions may pay interest on demand deposits.

The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau ("CFPB"). The CFPB is charged with establishing rules and regulations
under certain federal consumer protection laws with respect to the conduct of providers of certain consumer financial
products and services.

Compensation Practices. The Dodd-Frank Act provides that the appropriate federal regulators must establish
standards prohibiting as an unsafe and unsound practice any compensation plan of a bank holding company or bank
that provides an insider or other employee with "excessive compensation" or could lead to a material financial loss to
such firm. In June 2010, prior to the Dodd-Frank Act, the federal bank regulatory agencies promulgated the
Interagency Guidance on Sound Incentive Compensation Policies, which requires that financial institutions establish
metrics for measuring the impact of activities to achieve incentive compensation with the related risk to the financial
institution of such behavior.

In 2017, Congress introduced legislation that would repeal or modify provisions of the Dodd-Frank Act and
significantly impact financial services regulation. Although the bills vary in content, certain key aspects include
revisions to rules related to mortgage loans, delayed implementation of rules related to the Home Mortgage Disclosure
Act and raising the threshold for applying enhanced prudential standards to bank holding companies with total
consolidated assets equal to or greater than $50 billion to those with total consolidated assets equal to or greater than
$250 billion.

The Dodd-Frank Act has had, and may in the future have, a material impact on the Company’s operations, particularly
through increased compliance costs resulting from new and possible future consumer and fair lending regulations. The
future changes resulting from the Dodd-Frank Act may affect the profitability of business activities, require changes to
certain business practices, impose more stringent regulatory requirements or otherwise adversely affect the business
and financial condition of the Company and the Bank. These changes may also require the Company to invest
significant management attention and resources to evaluate and make necessary changes to comply with new statutory
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and regulatory requirements.

Deposit Insurance

The deposits of the Bank are insured up to applicable limits by the Deposit Insurance Fund of the FDIC and are
subject to deposit insurance assessments to maintain the DIF. On April 1, 2011, the deposit insurance assessment base
changed from total deposits to average total assets minus average tangible equity, pursuant to a rule issued by the
FDIC as required by the Dodd-

6
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Frank Act. Also on April 1, 2011, the FDIC began utilizing a risk-based assessment system that imposed insurance
premiums based upon a risk category matrix that took into account a bank’s capital level and supervisory rating.
Effective July 1, 2016, the FDIC again changed its deposit insurance pricing and eliminated all risk categories and
now uses the "financial ratios method" based on CAMELS composite ratings to determine assessment rates for small
established institutions with less than $10 billion in assets. The CAMELS rating system is a supervisory rating system
designed to take into account and reflect all financial and operational risks that a bank may face, including capital
adequacy, asset quality, management capability, earnings, liquidity and sensitivity to market risk ("CAMELS").
CAMELS composite ratings set a maximum assessment for CAMELS 1 and 2 rated banks, and set minimum
assessments for lower rated institutions.

The FDIC’s "reserve ratio" of the DIF to total industry deposits reached its 1.15% target effective June 30, 2016. On
March 15, 2016, the FDIC implemented by final rule certain Dodd-Frank Act provisions by raising the DIF’s minimum
reserve ratio from 1.15% to 1.35%. The FDIC imposed a 4.5 basis point annual surcharge on insured depository
institutions with total consolidated assets of $10 billion or more. The new rule grants credits to smaller banks for the
portion of their regular assessments that contribute to increasing the reserve ratio from 1.15% to 1.35%. Prior to when
the new assessment system became effective, the Bank’s overall rate for assessment calculations was 9 basis points or
less, which was within the range of assessment rates for the lowest risk category under the former FDIC assessment
rules. In 2017 and 2016, the Company recorded expense of $538,000 and $647,000, respectively, for FDIC insurance
premiums.

In addition, all FDIC insured institutions are required to pay assessments to the FDIC at an annual rate of
approximately one basis point of insured deposits to fund interest payments on bonds issued by the Financing
Corporation, an agency of the federal government established to recapitalize the predecessor to the Savings
Association Insurance Fund. These assessments will continue until the Financing Corporation bonds mature in 2019.
Capital Requirements

The FRB, the OCC and the FDIC have issued substantially similar risk-based and leverage capital guidelines
applicable to all banks and bank holding companies. In addition, those regulatory agencies may from time to time
require that a banking organization maintain capital above the minimum levels because of its financial condition or
actual or anticipated growth. Under the risk-based capital requirements of these federal bank regulatory agencies that
were effective through December 31, 2017, the Company and the Bank were required to maintain a minimum ratio of
total capital (which is defined as core capital and supplementary capital less certain specified deductions from total
capital such as reciprocal holdings of depository institution capital instruments and equity investments) to
risk-weighted assets of at least 8.0%. In determining the amount of risk-weighted assets, all assets, including certain
off-balance sheet activities, recourse obligations, residual interests and direct credit substitutes, were multiplied by a
risk-weight factor assigned by the capital regulation based on the risks believed inherent in the type of asset.

On June 7, 2012, the FRB issued a series of proposed rules intended to revise and strengthen its risk-based and
leverage capital requirements and its method for calculating risk-weighted assets. The rules were proposed to
implement the Basel III regulatory capital reforms from the Basel Committee on Banking Supervision (the "Basel
Committee") and certain provisions of the Dodd-Frank Act. On July 2, 2013, the FRB and the OCC approved certain
revisions to the proposals and finalized new capital requirements for banking organizations.

Effective January 1, 2015, the final rules required the Company and the Bank to comply with the following new
minimum capital ratios: (i) a new common equity Tier 1 capital ratio of 4.5% of risk-weighted assets; (ii) a Tier 1
capital ratio of 6% of risk-weighted assets (increased from the prior requirement of 4%); (iii) a total capital ratio of 8%
of risk-weighted assets (unchanged from the prior requirement); and (iv) a leverage ratio of 4% of total assets
(unchanged from the prior requirement). These are the initial capital requirements, which will be phased-in over a
four-year period. When fully phased-in on January 1, 2019, the rules will require the Company and the Bank to
maintain (i) a minimum ratio of common equity Tier 1 to risk-weighted assets of at least 4.5%, plus a 2.5% "capital
conservation buffer" (which is added to the 4.5% common equity Tier 1 ratio as that buffer is phased-in, effectively
resulting in a minimum ratio of common equity Tier 1 to risk-weighted assets of at least 7% upon full
implementation), (ii) a minimum ratio of Tier 1 capital to risk-weighted assets of at least 6.0%, plus the 2.5% capital
conservation buffer (which is added to the 6.0% Tier 1 capital ratio as that buffer is phased-in, effectively resulting in
a minimum Tier 1 capital ratio of 8.5% upon full implementation), (iii) a minimum ratio of total capital to
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risk-weighted assets of at least 8.0%, plus the 2.5% capital conservation buffer (which is added to the 8.0% total
capital ratio as that buffer is phased-in, effectively resulting in a minimum total capital ratio of 10.5% upon full
implementation), and (iv) a minimum leverage ratio of 4%, calculated as the ratio of Tier 1 capital to average assets.
The Tier 1 and total capital to risk-weighted asset ratios of the Company were 13.42% and 14.39%, respectively, as of
December 31, 2017, thus exceeding the minimum requirements. The common equity Tier 1 capital ratio of the
Company was
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11.50% and the Bank was 12.79% as of December 31, 2017. The Tier 1 and total capital to risk-weighted asset ratios
of the Bank were 12.79% and 13.75%, respectively, as of December 31, 2017 also exceeding the minimum
requirements.

The phase-in of the capital conservation buffer requirement began on January 1, 2016, at 0.625% of risk-weighted
assets, increasing by the same amount each year until fully implemented at 2.5% on January 1, 2019. The capital
conservation buffer is designed to absorb losses during periods of economic stress. Banking institutions with a ratio
of common equity Tier 1 to risk-weighted assets above the minimum but below the conservation buffer will face
constraints on dividends, equity repurchases, and compensation based on the amount of the shortfall.

With respect to the Bank, the rules also revised the "prompt corrective action" regulations pursuant to Section 38 of
the FDIA by (i) introducing a common equity Tier 1 capital ratio requirement at each level (other than critically
undercapitalized), with the required ratio being 6.5% for well-capitalized status; (ii) increasing the minimum Tier 1
capital ratio requirement for each category, with the minimum ratio for well-capitalized status being 8.0% (as
compared to the prior ratio of 6.0%); and (iii) eliminating the current provision that provides that a bank with a
composite supervisory rating of 1 may have a 3.0% Tier 1 leverage ratio and still be well-capitalized. These new
thresholds were effective for the Bank as of January 1, 2015. The minimum total capital to risk-weighted assets ratio
(10.0%) and minimum leverage ratio (5.0%) for well-capitalized status were unchanged by the final rules.

The new capital requirements also included changes in the risk weights of assets to better reflect credit risk and other
risk exposures. These include a 150% risk weight (up from 100%) for certain high volatility commercial real estate
acquisition, development and construction loans and nonresidential mortgage loans that are 90 days past due or
otherwise on nonaccrual status, a 20% (up from 0%) credit conversion factor for the unused portion of a commitment
with an original maturity of one year or less that is not unconditionally cancelable, a 250% risk weight (up from
100%) for mortgage servicing rights and deferred tax assets that are not deducted from capital, and increased
risk-weights (from 0% to up to 600%) for equity exposures.

In September 2017, the federal bank regulatory agencies proposed to revise and simplify the capital treatment for
certain deferred tax assets, mortgage servicing assets, investments in non-consolidated financial entities and minority
interests for banking organizations, such as the Bank, that are not subject to the advanced approaches requirements. In
November 2017, the regulatory agencies revised the capital rules enacted in 2013 to extend the current transitional
treatment of these items for non-advanced approaches banking organizations until the September 2017 proposal is
finalized. The September 2017 proposal would also change the capital treatment of certain commercial real estate
loans under the standardized approach, which the Bank uses to calculate its capital ratios.

In December 2017, the Basel Committee published standards that it described as the finalization of the Basel I1I
post-crisis regulatory reforms (the standards are commonly referred to as “Basel IV”’). Among other things, these
standards revise the Basel Committee’s standardized approach for credit risk (including by recalibrating risk weights
and introducing new capital requirements for certain “unconditionally cancellable commitments,” such as unused credit
card lines of credit) and provide a new standardized approach for operational risk capital. Under the proposed
framework, these standards will generally be effective on January 1, 2022, with an aggregate output floor phasing-in
through January 1, 2027. Under the current capital rules, operational risk capital requirements and a capital floor apply
only to advanced approaches institutions, and not to the Company. The impact of Basel IV on the Company and the
Bank will depend on the manner in which it is implemented by the federal bank regulatory agencies.

Based on management's understanding and interpretation of the capital rules, it believes that, as of December 31,
2017, the Company and the Bank meet all capital adequacy requirements under such rules on a fully phased-in basis
as if such requirements were in effect as of such date.

Dividends

The Company's principal source of cash flow, including cash flow to pay dividends to its shareholders, is dividends it
receives from the Bank. Statutory and regulatory limitations apply to the Bank's payment of dividends to the
Company. As a general rule, the amount of a dividend may not exceed, without prior regulatory approval, the sum of
net income in the calendar year to date and the retained net earnings of the immediately preceding two calendar years.
A depository institution may not pay any dividend if payment would cause the institution to become
"undercapitalized" or if it already is "undercapitalized." The OCC may prevent the payment of a dividend if it
determines that the payment would be an unsafe and unsound banking practice. The OCC also has advised that a
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national bank should generally pay dividends only out of current operating earnings.
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Permitted Activities

As a bank holding company, American National Bankshares Inc. is limited to managing or controlling banks,
furnishing services to or performing services for its subsidiaries, and engaging in other activities that the FRB
determines by regulation or order to be so closely related to banking or managing or controlling banks as to be a
proper incident thereto. In determining whether a particular activity is permissible, the FRB must consider whether the
performance of such an activity reasonably can be expected to produce benefits to the public that outweigh possible
adverse effects. Possible benefits include greater convenience, increased competition, and gains in efficiency. Possible
adverse effects include undue concentration of resources, decreased or unfair competition, conflicts of interest, and
unsound banking practices. Despite prior approval, the FRB may order a bank holding company or its subsidiaries to
terminate any activity or to terminate ownership or control of any subsidiary when the FRB has reasonable cause to
believe that a serious risk to the financial safety, soundness or stability of any bank subsidiary of that bank holding
company may result from such an activity.

Banking Acquisitions; Changes in Control

The BHC Act requires, among other things, the prior approval of the FRB in any case where a bank holding company
proposes to (i) acquire direct or indirect ownership or control of more than 5% of the outstanding voting stock of any
bank or bank holding company (unless it already owns a majority of such voting shares), (ii) acquire all or
substantially all of the assets of another bank or bank holding company, or (iii) merge or consolidate with any other
bank holding company. In determining whether to approve a proposed bank acquisition, the FRB will consider, among
other factors, the effect of the acquisition on competition, the public benefits expected to be received from the
acquisition, the projected capital ratios and levels on a post-acquisition basis, and the acquiring institution's
performance under the Community Reinvestment Act of 1977 (the "CRA") and its compliance with fair housing and
other consumer protection laws.

Subject to certain exceptions, the BHC Act and the Change in Bank Control Act, together with the applicable
regulations, require FRB approval (or, depending on the circumstances, no notice of disapproval) prior to any person
or company acquiring "control” of a bank or bank holding company. A conclusive presumption of control exists if an
individual or company acquires the power, directly or indirectly, to direct the management or policies of an insured
depository institution or to vote 25% or more of any class of voting securities of any insured depository institution. A
rebuttable presumption of control exists if a person or company acquires 10% or more but less than 25% of any class
of voting securities of an insured depository institution and either the institution has registered its securities with the
Securities and Exchange Commission under Section 12 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (the "Exchange Act")
or no other person will own a greater percentage of that class of voting securities immediately after the acquisition.
The Company's common stock is registered under Section 12 of the Exchange Act.

In addition, Virginia law requires the prior approval of the SCC for (i) the acquisition of more than 5% of the voting
shares of a Virginia bank or any holding company that controls a Virginia bank, or (ii) the acquisition by a Virginia
bank holding company of a bank or its holding company domiciled outside Virginia.

Source of Strength

FRB policy has historically required bank holding companies to act as a source of financial and managerial strength to
their subsidiary banks. The Dodd-Frank Act codified this policy as a statutory requirement. Under this requirement,
the Company is expected to commit resources to support the Bank, including at times when the Company may not be
in a financial position to provide such resources. Any capital loans by a bank holding company to any of its subsidiary
banks are subordinate in right of payment to depositors and to certain other indebtedness of such subsidiary banks. In
the event of a bank holding company's bankruptcy, any commitment by the bank holding company to a federal bank
regulatory agency to maintain the capital of a subsidiary bank will be assumed by the bankruptcy trustee and entitled
to priority of payment.

Safety and Soundness

There are a number of obligations and restrictions imposed on bank holding companies and their subsidiary banks by
law and regulatory policy that are designed to minimize potential loss to the depositors of such depository institutions
and the FDIC insurance fund in the event of a depository institution default. For example, under the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation Improvement Act of 1991, to avoid receivership of an insured depository institution subsidiary,
a bank holding company is required to guarantee the compliance of any subsidiary bank that may become
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"undercapitalized" with the terms of any capital restoration plan filed by such subsidiary with its appropriate federal
bank regulatory agency up to the lesser of (i) an amount equal to 5% of the institution's total assets at the time the
institution became undercapitalized or (ii) the amount that is necessary (or would have been necessary) to bring the

institution into compliance with all applicable capital standards as of the time the institution fails to comply with such
capital restoration plan.

9
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Under the FDIA, the federal bank regulatory agencies have adopted guidelines prescribing safety and soundness
standards. These guidelines establish general standards relating to internal controls and information systems, internal
audit systems, loan documentation, credit underwriting, interest rate exposure, asset growth and compensation, fees
and benefits. In general, the guidelines require, among other things, appropriate systems and practices to identify and
manage the risk and exposures specified in the guidelines.

The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation Improvement Act

Under the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation Improvement Act of 1991 ("FDICIA"), the federal bank regulatory
agencies possess broad powers to take prompt corrective action to resolve problems of insured depository institutions.
The extent of these powers depends upon whether the institution is "well capitalized," "adequately capitalized,"
"undercapitalized," "significantly undercapitalized," or "critically undercapitalized," as defined by the law.

Reflecting changes under the new Basel III capital requirements, the relevant capital measures that became effective
on January 1, 2015 for prompt corrective action are the total capital ratio, the common equity Tier 1 capital ratio, the
Tier 1 capital ratio and the leverage ratio. A bank will be (i) "well capitalized" if the institution has a total risk-based
capital ratio of 10.0% or greater, a common equity Tier 1 capital ratio of 6.5% or greater, a Tier 1 risk-based capital
ratio of 8.0% or greater, and a leverage ratio of 5.0% or greater, and is not subject to any capital directive order; (ii)
"adequately capitalized" if the institution has a total risk-based capital ratio of 8.0% or greater, a common equity Tier
1 capital ratio of 4.5% or greater, a Tier 1 risk-based capital ratio of 6.0% or greater, and a leverage ratio of 4.0% or
greater and is not "well capitalized"; (iii) "undercapitalized" if the institution has a total risk-based capital ratio that is
less than 8.0%, a common equity Tier 1 capital ratio less than 4.5%, a Tier 1 risk-based capital ratio of less than 6.0%
or a leverage ratio of less than 4.0%; (iv) "significantly undercapitalized" if the institution has a total risk-based capital
ratio of less than 6.0%, a common equity Tier 1 capital ratio less than 3.0%, a Tier 1 risk-based capital ratio of less
than 4.0% or a leverage ratio of less than 3.0%; and (v) "critically undercapitalized" if the institution's tangible equity
is equal to or less than 2.0% of average quarterly tangible assets. An institution may be downgraded to, or deemed to
be in, a capital category that is lower than indicated by its capital ratios if it is determined to be in an unsafe or
unsound condition or if it receives an unsatisfactory examination rating with respect to certain matters. A bank's
capital category is determined solely for the purpose of applying prompt corrective action regulations, and the capital
category may not constitute an accurate representation of the bank's overall financial condition or prospects for other
purposes. Management believes, as of December 31, 2017 and 2016, the Company met the requirements for being
classified as "well capitalized."

As required by FDICIA, the federal bank regulatory agencies also have adopted guidelines prescribing safety and
soundness standards relating to, among other things, internal controls and information systems, internal audit systems,
loan documentation, credit underwriting, and interest rate exposure. In general, the guidelines require appropriate
systems and practices to identify and manage the risks and exposures specified in the guidelines. In addition, the
agencies adopted regulations that authorize, but do not require, an institution which has been notified that it is not in
compliance with safety and soundness standard to submit a compliance plan. If, after being so notified, an institution
fails to submit an acceptable compliance plan, the agency must issue an order directing action to correct the deficiency
and may issue an order directing other actions of the types to which an undercapitalized institution is subject under the
prompt corrective action provisions described above.

Branching

Pursuant to the Dodd-Frank Act, national and state-chartered banks may open an initial branch in a state other than its
home state (e.g., a host state) by establishing a de novo branch at any location in such host state at which a bank
chartered in such host state could establish a branch. Applications to establish such branches must still be filed with
the appropriate primary federal bank regulatory agency and state bank regulatory authorities may require applications
or notices.

Transactions with Affiliates

Pursuant to Sections 23A and 23B of the Federal Reserve Act and Regulation W, the authority of the Bank to engage
in transactions with related parties or "affiliates" or to make loans to insiders is limited. Loan transactions with an
affiliate generally must be collateralized and certain transactions between the Bank and its affiliates, including the sale
of assets, the payment of money or the provision of services, must be on terms and conditions that are substantially the
same, or at least as favorable to the Bank, as those prevailing for comparable nonaffiliated transactions. In addition,
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the Bank generally may not purchase securities issued or underwritten by affiliates.

Loans to executive officers, directors or to any person who directly or indirectly, or acting through or in concert with
one or more persons, owns, controls or has the power to vote more than 10% of any class of voting securities of a
bank (a "10% Shareholders"), are subject to Sections 22(g) and 22(h) of the Federal Reserve Act and their
corresponding regulations

10
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(Regulation O) and Section 13(k) of the Exchange Act relating to the prohibition on personal loans to executives
(which exempts financial institutions in compliance with the insider lending restrictions of Section 22(h) of the
Federal Reserve Act). Among other things, these loans must be made on terms substantially the same as those
prevailing on transactions made to unaffiliated individuals and certain extensions of credit to those persons must first
be approved in advance by a disinterested majority of the entire board of directors. Section 22(h) of the Federal
Reserve Act prohibits loans to any of those individuals where the aggregate amount exceeds an amount equal to 15%
of an institution's unimpaired capital and surplus plus an additional 10% of unimpaired capital and surplus in the case
of loans that are fully secured by readily marketable collateral, or when the aggregate amount on all of the extensions
of credit outstanding to all of these persons would exceed the Bank's unimpaired capital and unimpaired surplus.
Section 22(g) of the Federal Reserve Act identifies limited circumstances in which the Bank is permitted to extend
credit to executive officers.

Consumer Financial Protection

The Company is subject to a number of federal and state consumer protection laws that extensively govern its
relationship with its customers. These laws include the Equal Credit Opportunity Act, the Fair Credit Reporting Act,
the Truth in Lending Act, the Truth in Savings Act, the Electronic Fund Transfer Act, the Expedited Funds
Availability Act, the Home Mortgage Disclosure Act, the Fair Housing Act, the Real Estate Settlement Procedures
Act, the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, the Service Members Civil Relief Act, laws governing flood insurance,
federal and state laws prohibiting unfair and deceptive business practices, foreclosure laws ,and various regulations
that implement some or all of the foregoing. These laws and regulations mandate certain disclosure requirements and
regulate the manner in which financial institutions must deal with customers when taking deposits, making loans,
collecting loans and providing other services. If the Company fails to comply with these laws and regulations, it may
be subject to various penalties. Failure to comply with consumer protection requirements may also result in failure to
obtain any required bank regulatory approval for merger or acquisition transactions the Company may wish to pursue
or being prohibited from engaging in such transactions even if approval is not required.

The Dodd-Frank Act centralized responsibility for consumer financial protection by creating a new agency, the CFPB,
and giving it responsibility for implementing, examining, and enforcing compliance with federal consumer protection
laws. The CFPB focuses on (i) risks to consumers and compliance with the federal consumer financial laws, (ii) the
markets in which firms operate and risks to consumers posed by activities in those markets, (iii) depository institutions
that offer a wide variety of consumer financial products and services, and (iv) non-depository companies that offer one
or more consumer financial products or services. The CFPB has broad rule making authority for a wide range of
consumer financial laws that apply to all banks, including, among other things, the authority to prohibit "unfair,
deceptive or abusive" acts and practices. Abusive acts or practices are defined as those that materially interfere with a
consumer's ability to understand a term or condition of a consumer financial product or service or take unreasonable
advantage of a consumer's (i) lack of financial savvy, (ii) inability to protect himself in the selection or use of
consumer financial products or services, or (iii) reasonable reliance on a covered entity to act in the consumer's
interests. The CFPB can issue cease-and-desist orders against banks and other entities that violate consumer financial
laws. The CFPB may also institute a civil action against an entity in violation of federal consumer financial law in
order to impose a civil penalty or injunction.

Community Reinvestment Act

The CRA requires the appropriate federal banking agency, in connection with its examination of a bank, to assess the
bank's record in meeting the credit needs of the communities served by the bank, including low and moderate income
neighborhoods. Furthermore, such assessment is also required of banks that have applied, among other things, to
merge or consolidate with or acquire the assets or assume the liabilities of an insured depository institution, or to open
or relocate a branch. In the case of a BHC applying for approval to acquire a bank or BHC, the record of each
subsidiary bank of the applicant BHC is subject to assessment in considering the application. Under the CRA,
institutions are assigned a rating of "outstanding," "satisfactory," "needs to improve," or "substantial
non-compliance.”" The Company was rated "satisfactory" in its most recent CRA evaluation.

Anti-Money Laundering Legislation

The Company is subject to the Bank Secrecy Act and other anti-money laundering laws and regulations, including the
USA Patriot Act of 2001. Among other things, these laws and regulations require the Company to take steps to

"non
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prevent the use of the Company for facilitating the flow of illegal or illicit money, to report large currency
transactions, and to file suspicious activity reports. The Company is also required to carry out a comprehensive
anti-money laundering compliance program. Violations can result in substantial civil and criminal sanctions. In
addition, provisions of the USA Patriot Act require the federal bank regulatory agencies to consider the effectiveness
of a financial institution's anti-money laundering activities when reviewing bank mergers and BHC acquisitions.

11
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Office of Foreign Assets Control

The U.S. Treasury Department’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (“OFAC”) is responsible for administering and
enforcing economic and trade sanctions against specified foreign parties, including countries and regimes, foreign
individuals and other foreign organizations and entities. OFAC publishes lists of prohibited parties that are regularly
consulted by the Company in the conduct of its business in order to assure compliance. The Company is responsible
for, among other things, blocking accounts of, and transactions with, prohibited parties identified by OFAC, avoiding
unlicensed trade and financial transactions with such parties and reporting blocked transactions after their occurrence.
Failure to comply with OFAC requirements could have serious legal, financial and reputational consequences for the
Company.

Privacy Legislation

Several recent laws, including the Right to Financial Privacy Act, and related regulations issued by the federal bank
regulatory agencies, also provide new protections against the transfer and use of customer information by financial
institutions. A financial institution must provide to its customers information regarding its policies and procedures
with respect to the handling of customers' personal information. Each institution must conduct an internal risk
assessment of its ability to protect customer information. These privacy provisions generally prohibit a financial
institution from providing a customer's personal financial information to unaffiliated parties without prior notice and
approval from the customer.

Incentive Compensation

In June 2010, the federal bank regulatory agencies issued comprehensive final guidance on incentive compensation
policies intended to ensure that the incentive compensation policies of financial institutions do not undermine the
safety and soundness of such institutions by encouraging excessive risk-taking. The Interagency Guidance on Sound
Incentive Compensation Policies, which covers all employees that have the ability to materially affect the risk profile
of a financial institutions, either individually or as part of a group, is based upon the key principles that a financial
institution's incentive compensation arrangements should (i) provide incentives that do not encourage risk-taking
beyond the institution's ability to effectively identify and manage risks, (ii) be compatible with effective internal
controls and risk management, and (iii) be supported by strong corporate governance, including active and effective
oversight by the financial institution's board of directors.

Section 956 of the Dodd-Frank Act requires the federal banking agencies and the Securities and Exchange
Commission to establish joint regulations or guidelines prohibiting incentive-based payment arrangements at specified
regulated entities that encourage inappropriate risk-taking by providing an executive officer, employee, director or
principal shareholder with excessive compensation, fees, or benefits or that could lead to material financial loss to the
entity. The federal banking agencies issued such proposed rules in March 2011 and issued a revised proposed rule in
June 2016 implementing the requirements and prohibitions set forth in Section 956. The revised proposed rule would
apply to all banks, among other institutions, with at least $1 billion in average total consolidated assets, like the Bank,
for which it would go beyond the existing Interagency Guidance on Sound Incentive Compensation Policies to (i)
prohibit certain types and features of incentive-based compensation arrangements for senior executive officers, (ii)
require incentive-based compensation arrangements to adhere to certain basic principles to avoid a presumption of
encouraging inappropriate risk, (iii) require appropriate board or committee oversight and (iv) establish minimum
recordkeeping and (v) mandate disclosures to the appropriate federal banking agency.

The FRB will review, as part of the regular, risk-focused examination process, the incentive compensation
arrangements of financial institutions, such as the Company, that are not "large, complex banking organizations."
These reviews will be tailored to each financial institution based on the scope and complexity of the institution's
activities and the prevalence of incentive compensation arrangements. The findings of the supervisory initiatives will
be included in reports of examination. Deficiencies will be incorporated into the institution's supervisory ratings,
which can affect the institution's ability to make acquisitions and take other actions. Enforcement actions may be
taken against a financial institution if its incentive compensation arrangements, or related risk-management control or
governance processes, pose a risk to the institution's safety and soundness and the financial institution is not taking
prompt and effective measures to correct the deficiencies. At December 31, 2017, the Company had not been made
aware of any instances of non-compliance with the final guidance.

Ability-to-Repay and Qualified Mortgage Rule
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Pursuant to the Dodd-Frank Act, the CFPB issued a final rule on January 10, 2013 (effective on January 10, 2014),
amending Regulation Z as implemented by the Truth in Lending Act, requiring mortgage lenders to make a reasonable
and good faith determination based on verified and documented information that a consumer applying for a mortgage
loan has a reasonable ability to repay the loan according to its terms. Mortgage lenders are required to determine
consumers' ability to repay in one of two ways. The first alternative requires the mortgage lender to consider the
following eight underwriting factors when making the credit decision: (i) current or reasonably expected income or
assets; (ii) current employment status; (iii) the
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23



Edgar Filing: AMERICAN NATIONAL BANKSHARES INC. - Form 10-K

monthly payment on the covered transaction; (iv) the monthly payment on any simultaneous loan; (v) the monthly
payment for mortgage-related obligations; (vi) current debt obligations, alimony, and child support; (vii) the monthly
debt-to-income ratio or residual income; and (viii) credit history. Alternatively, the mortgage lender can originate
"qualified mortgages," which are entitled to a presumption that the creditor making the loan satisfied the
ability-to-repay requirements. In general, a "qualified mortgage" is a mortgage loan without negative amortization,
interest-only payments, balloon payments, or terms exceeding 30 years. In addition, to be a qualified mortgage the
points and fees paid by a consumer cannot exceed 3% of the total loan amount. Qualified mortgages that are
"higher-priced" (e.g. subprime loans) garner a rebuttable presumption of compliance with the ability-to-repay rules,
while qualified mortgages that are not "higher-priced" (e.g. prime loans) are given a safe harbor of compliance. The
Company is predominantly an originator of compliant qualified mortgages.

Cybersecurity

In March 2015, federal regulators issued two related statements regarding cybersecurity. One statement indicates that
financial institutions should design multiple layers of security controls to establish lines of defense and to ensure that
their risk management processes also address the risk posed by compromised customer credentials, including security
measures to reliably authenticate customers accessing internet-based services of the financial institution. The other
statement indicates that a financial institution’s management is expected to maintain sufficient business continuity
planning processes to ensure the rapid recovery, resumption and maintenance of the institution’s operations after a
cyber-attack involving destructive malware. A financial institution is also expected to develop appropriate processes
to enable recovery of data and business operations and address rebuilding network capabilities and restoring data if the
institution or its critical service providers fall victim to this type of cyber-attack. If the Company fails to observe the
regulatory guidance, it could be subject to various regulatory sanctions, including financial penalties.

Future Legislation and Regulation

Congress may enact legislation from time to time that affects the regulation of the financial services industry, and state
legislatures may enact legislation from time to time affecting the regulation of financial institutions chartered by or
operating in those states. Federal and state regulatory agencies also periodically propose and adopt changes to their
regulations or change the manner in which existing regulations are applied. The substance or impact of pending or
future legislation or regulation, or the application thereof, cannot be predicted, although enactment of the proposed
legislation could impact the regulatory structure under which the Company and the Bank operate and may
significantly increase costs, impede the efficiency of internal business processes, require an increase in regulatory
capital, require modifications to business strategy, and limit the ability to pursue business opportunities in an efficient
manner. A change in statutes, regulations or regulatory policies applicable to the Company or the Bank could have a
material adverse effect on the business, financial condition and results of operations of the Company and the Bank.
Effect of Governmental Monetary Policies

The Company's operations are affected not only by general economic conditions, but also by the policies of various
regulatory authorities. In particular, the FRB regulates money and credit conditions and interest rates to influence
general economic conditions. These policies have a significant impact on overall growth and distribution of loans,
investments and deposits; they affect interest rates charged on loans or paid for time and savings deposits. FRB
monetary policies have had a significant effect on the operating results of commercial banks, including the Company,
in the past and are expected to do so in the future. As a result, it is difficult for the Company to predict the potential
effects of possible changes in monetary policies upon its future operating results.

Tax Reform

On December 22, 2017, the President of the United States signed into law the Tax Cut and Jobs Act of 2017 (the “Tax
Reform Act”). The legislation made key changes to the U.S. tax law, including the reduction of the U.S. federal
corporate tax rate from 35% to 21%, effective January 1, 2018. As a result of the reduction in the U.S. corporate
income tax rate from 35% to 21% under the Tax Reform Act, the Company revalued its ending net deferred tax assets
at December 31, 2017 and recognized a provisional $2.7 million tax expense in the Company’s consolidated statement
of income for the year ended December 31, 2017. The Company is still analyzing certain aspects of the new law and
refining its calculations, which could affect the measurement of these assets and liabilities or give rise to new deferred
tax amounts. The accounting is expected to be complete when the 2017 U.S. corporate income tax return is filed in
2018.
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Employees
At December 31, 2017, the Company employed 328 full-time equivalent persons. In the opinion of the management
of the Company, the relationship with employees of the Company and the Bank is good.
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Internet Access to Company Documents

The Company provides access to its Securities and Exchange Commission (the "SEC") filings through a link on the
Investor Relations page of the Company's website at www.amnb.com. Reports available at no cost include the annual
report on Form 10-K, quarterly reports on Form 10-Q, current reports on Form 8-K, and all amendments to those
reports as soon as reasonably practicable after the reports are filed electronically with the SEC. The information on the
Company's website is not incorporated into this Annual Report on Form 10-K or any other filing the Company makes
with the SEC. The SEC maintains an Internet site that contains reports, proxy and information statements, and other
information regarding issuers that file electronically with the SEC at www.sec.gov.

Executive Officers of the Company

The following table lists, as of December 31, 2017, the executive officers of the Company, their ages, and their

positions:
Name Age Position
President and Chief Executive Officer of the Company and Bank since January 2013; prior thereto,
President of the Company and Chief Executive Officer of the Bank since January 2012; prior
Jeffrey V. ther.eto, Executiye Vice President of the Company from June 2010 to Dec.ember 2011; prior Fhereto,
Haley 57 Senior Vice President of the Company from July 2008 to May 2010; President of the Bank since
June 2010; prior thereto, Executive Vice President of the Bank, as well as President of Trust and
Financial Services from July 2008 to May 2010; prior thereto, Executive Vice President and Chief
Operating Officer of the Bank from November 2005 to June 2007.
William W Executive Vice President, Chief Financial Officer, Treasurer and Secretary of the Company since
" 62 January 2015. Executive Vice President, Chief Financial Officer, and Cashier of the Bank since
Traynham .
April 2009.
Executive Vice President and Chief Banking Officer of the Company since January 2015.
H. Gregg Executive Vice President and Chief Banking Officer of the Bank since January 2014. Executive

Strader 59 Vice President of the Bank from June 2013 until December 2013. Executive Vice President and

Chief Credit Officer of IBERIABANK Corporation from 2010 to June 2013.
Executive Vice President and Chief Credit Officer of the Bank since March 2017. Senior Credit

Edward C. m Officer of the Bank from September 2016 until March 2017. Regional Credit Officer of Bank of
Martin North Carolina from July 2015 to September 2016. Chief Credit Officer of Valley Bank from June
2007 to June 2015.

ITEM 1A - RISK FACTORS

Risks Related to the Company's Business

The Company's business is subject to interest rate risk, and variations in interest rates and inadequate management of
interest rate risk may negatively affect financial performance.

Changes in the interest rate environment may reduce the Company's profits. It is expected that the Company will
continue to realize income from the spread between the interest earned on loans, securities, and other interest earning
assets, and interest paid on deposits, borrowings and other interest bearing liabilities. Net interest spreads are affected
by the difference between the maturities and repricing characteristics of interest earning assets and interest bearing
liabilities. In addition, loan volume and yields are affected by market interest rates on loans, and the current interest
rate environment encourages extreme competition for new loan originations from qualified borrowers. Management
cannot ensure that it can minimize the Company's interest rate risk. While an increase in the general level of interest
rates may increase the loan yield and the net interest margin, it may adversely affect the ability of certain borrowers
with variable rate loans to pay the interest and principal of their obligations. In addition, rising interest rates may
result in the Company’s interest expense increasing, with a commensurate adverse effect on net interest income,
particularly if the Company must pay interest on demand deposits to attract or retain customer accounts. As interest
rates increase, deposit costs will continue to increase, which could adversely impact the Company’s net interest
income. In a rising rate environment, competition for cost-effective deposits can be expected to increase, making it
more costly for the Company to fund loan growth. Accordingly, changes in levels of market interest rates could
materially and adversely affect the net interest spread, asset quality, loan origination volume, and overall profitability
of the Company.
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The Company faces strong competition from financial services companies and other companies that offer banking and
other financial services, which could negatively affect the Company's business.

The Company encounters substantial competition from other financial institutions in its market area. Ultimately, the
Company may not be able to compete successfully against current and future competitors. Many competitors offer the
same banking services that the Company offers. These competitors include national, regional, and community banks.
The Company also faces competition from many other types of financial institutions, including savings banks, finance
companies, mutual and money market fund providers, brokerage firms, insurance companies, credit unions, financial
subsidiaries of certain industrial corporations, and mortgage companies. In particular, competitors include several
major financial companies whose greater resources may afford them a marketplace advantage by enabling them to
maintain numerous banking locations and ATMs and conduct extensive promotional and advertising campaigns.
Increased competition may result in reduced business for the Company.

Additionally, banks and other financial institutions with larger capitalization and financial intermediaries not subject
to bank regulatory restrictions have larger lending limits and are thereby able to serve the credit needs of larger
customers. These institutions also may have differing pricing and underwriting standards, which may adversely affect
the Company through the loss of business or causing a misalignment in the Company’s risk-return relationship. Areas
of competition include interest rates for loans and deposits, efforts to obtain loans and deposits, and range and quality
of products and services provided, including new technology-driven products and services. Technological innovation
continues to contribute to greater competition in domestic financial services markets as technological advances enable
more companies to provide financial services. If the Company is unable to attract and retain banking customers, it
may be unable to continue to grow loan and deposit portfolios and its results of operations and financial condition may
be adversely affected.

Changes in economic conditions could materially and negatively affect the Company's business.

The Company's business is directly impacted by economic, political, and market conditions, broad trends in industry
and finance, legislative and regulatory changes, changes in government monetary and fiscal policies, and inflation, all
of which are beyond the Company's control. A deterioration in economic conditions, whether caused by global,
national or local events, especially within the Company's market area, could result in potentially negative material
consequences such as the following, among others: loan delinquencies increasing; problem assets and foreclosures
increasing; demand for products and services decreasing; low cost or noninterest bearing deposits decreasing; and
collateral for loans, especially real estate, declining in value, in turn reducing customers' borrowing power, and
reducing the value of assets and collateral associated with existing loans. Each of these consequences may have a
material adverse effect on the Company's financial condition and results of operations.

Trust division income is a major source of non-interest income for the Company. Trust and Brokerage fee revenue is
largely dependent on the fair market value of assets under management and on trading volumes in the brokerage
business. General economic conditions and their subsequent effect on the securities markets tend to act in correlation.
When general economic conditions deteriorate, securities markets generally decline in value, and the Company's Trust
and Brokerage fee revenue are negatively impacted as asset values and trading volumes decrease.

The Company's credit standards and its on-going credit assessment processes might not protect it from significant
credit losses.

The Company takes credit risk by virtue of making loans and extending loan commitments and letters of credit. The
Company manages credit risk through a program of underwriting standards, the review of certain credit decisions and
an on-going process of assessment of the quality of the credit already extended. The Company's exposure to credit
risk is managed through the use of consistent underwriting standards that emphasize local lending while avoiding
highly leveraged transactions as well as excessive industry and other concentrations. The Company's credit
administration function employs risk management techniques to help ensure that problem loans are promptly
identified. While these procedures are designed to provide the Company with the information needed to implement
policy adjustments where necessary and to take appropriate corrective actions, and have proven to be reasonably
effective to date, there can be no assurance that such measures will be effective in avoiding future undue credit risk.
The Company's focus on lending to small to mid-sized community-based businesses may increase its credit risk.
Most of the Company's commercial business and commercial real estate loans are made to small business or middle
market customers. These businesses generally have fewer financial resources in terms of capital or borrowing
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capacity than larger entities and have a heightened vulnerability to economic conditions. Additionally, these loans
may increase concentration risk as to industry or collateral securing the loans. If general economic conditions in the
market areas in which the Company operates negatively impact this important customer sector, the Company's results
of operations and financial condition may be
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adversely affected. Moreover, a portion of these loans have been made by the Company in recent years and the
borrowers may not have experienced a complete business or economic cycle. The deterioration of the borrowers'
businesses may hinder their ability to repay their loans with the Company, which could have a material adverse effect
on the Company's financial condition and results of operations.

The Company depends on the accuracy and completeness of information about clients and counterparties, and its
financial condition could be adversely affected if it relies on misleading information.

In deciding whether to extend credit or to enter into other transactions with clients and counterparties, the Company
may rely on information furnished to it by or on behalf of clients and counterparties, including financial statements
and other financial information, which the Company does not independently verify. The Company also may rely on
representations of clients and counterparties as to the accuracy and completeness of that information and, with respect
to financial statements, on reports of independent auditors. For example, in deciding whether to extend credit to
clients, the Company may assume that a customer's audited financial statements conform with accounting principles
generally accepted in the United States ("GAAP") and present fairly, in all material respects, the financial condition,
results of operations and cash flows of the customer. The Company's financial condition and results of operations
could be negatively impacted to the extent it relies on financial statements that do not comply with GAAP or are
materially misleading.

The allowance for loan losses may not be adequate to cover actual losses.

In accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States, an allowance for loan losses is
maintained to provide for loan losses. The allowance for loan losses may not be adequate to cover actual credit losses,
and future provisions for credit losses could materially and adversely affect operating results. The allowance for loan
losses is based on prior experience, as well as an evaluation of the risks in the current portfolio. The amount of future
losses is susceptible to changes in economic, operating, and other outside forces and conditions, including changes in
interest rates, all of which are beyond the Company's control; and these losses may exceed current estimates. Federal
bank regulatory agencies, as a part of their examination process, review the Company's loans and allowance for loan
losses. While management believes that the allowance for loan losses is adequate to cover current losses, it cannot
make assurances that it will not further increase the allowance for loan losses or that regulators will not require it to
increase this allowance. Either of these occurrences could adversely affect earnings.

Nonperforming assets take significant time to resolve and adversely affect the Company's results of operations and
financial condition.

The Company's nonperforming assets adversely affect its net income in various ways. The Company does not record
interest income on nonaccrual loans, which adversely affects its income and increases credit administration costs.
When the Company receives collateral through foreclosures and similar proceedings, it is required to mark the related
asset to the then fair market value of the collateral less estimated selling costs, which may, and often does, result in a
loss. An increase in the level of nonperforming assets also increases the Company's risk profile and may impact the
capital levels regulators believe are appropriate in light of such risks. The Company utilizes various techniques such
as workouts, restructurings and loan sales to manage problem assets. Increases in or negative adjustments in the value
of these problem assets, the underlying collateral, or in the borrowers' performance or financial condition, could
adversely affect the Company's business, results of operations and financial condition. In addition, the resolution of
nonperforming assets requires significant commitments of time from management and staff, which can be detrimental
to the performance of their other responsibilities, including generation of new loans. There can be no assurance that
the Company will avoid increases in nonperforming loans in the future.

A downturn in the local real estate market could materially and negatively affect the Company's business.

The Company offers a variety of secured loans, including commercial lines of credit, commercial term loans, real
estate, construction, home equity lines of credit, consumer and other loans. Many of these loans are secured by real
estate (both residential and commercial) located in the Company's market area. A downturn in the real estate market in
the areas in which the Company conducts its operations could negatively affect the Company's business because
significant portions of its loans are secured by real estate. At December 31, 2017, the Company had approximately
$1.3 billion in loans, of which approximately $1.1 billion (80.8%) were secured by real estate. The ability to recover
on defaulted loans by selling the real estate collateral could then be diminished and the Company would be more
likely to suffer losses.
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Substantially all of the Company's real property collateral is located in its market area. If there is a decline in real
estate values, especially in the Company's market area, the collateral for loans would deteriorate and provide
significantly less security.
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The Company relies upon independent appraisals to determine the value of the real estate which secures a significant
portion of its loans, and the values indicated by such appraisals may not be realizable if the Company is forced to
foreclose upon such loans.

A significant portion of the Company's loan portfolio consists of loans secured by real estate. The Company relies
upon independent appraisers to estimate the value of such real estate. Appraisals are only estimates of value and the
independent appraisers may make mistakes of fact or judgment which adversely affect the reliability of their
appraisals. In addition, events occurring after the initial appraisal may cause the value of the real estate to increase or
decrease. As a result of any of these factors, the real estate securing some of the Company's loans may be more or less
valuable than anticipated at the time the loans were made. If a default occurs on a loan secured by real estate that is
less valuable than originally estimated, the Company may not be able to recover the outstanding balance of the loan
and will suffer a loss.

The Company is dependent on key personnel and the loss of one or more of those key personnel may materially and
adversely affect the Company's operations and prospects.

The Company is a relationship-driven organization. A key aspect of the Company’s business strategy is for its senior
officers to have primary contact with current and potential customers. The Company’s growth and development is in
large part a result of these personalized relationships with the customer base. The success of the Company also often
depends on its ability to hire and retain qualified banking officers.

The Company’s senior officers have considerable experience in the banking industry and related financial services and
are extremely valuable and would be difficult to replace. The loss of the services of these officers could have a
material adverse effect upon future prospects. Although the Company has entered into employment contracts with
certain of its senior executive officers, and purchased key man life insurance policies to mitigate the risk of an
unforeseen departure or death of certain of the senior executive officers, it cannot offer any assurance that they and
other key employees will remain employed by the Company. The unexpected loss of services of one or more of these
key employees could have a material adverse effect on operations and possibly result in reduced revenues.

The inability of the Company to successfully manage its growth or implement its growth strategy may adversely affect
the Company's results of operations and financial condition.

The Company may not be able to successfully implement its growth strategy if it is unable to identify attractive
markets, locations or opportunities to expand in the future. In addition, the ability to manage growth successfully
depends on whether the Company can maintain adequate capital levels, cost controls and asset quality, and
successfully integrate any businesses acquired into the Company.

As the Company continues to implement its growth strategy by opening new branches or acquiring branches or banks,
it expects to incur increased personnel, occupancy and other operating expenses. In the case of new branches, the
Company must absorb those higher expenses while it begins to generate new deposits; there is also further time lag
involved in redeploying new deposits into attractively priced loans and other higher yielding earning assets. The
Company's plans to expand could depress earnings in the short run, even if it efficiently executes a branching strategy
leading to long-term financial benefits.

Difficulties in combining the operations of acquired entities with the Company's own operations may prevent the
Company from achieving the expected benefits from acquisitions.

The Company may not be able to achieve fully the strategic objectives and operating efficiencies expected in an
acquisition. Inherent uncertainties exist in integrating the operations of an acquired entity. In addition, the markets
and industries in which the Company and its potential acquisition targets operate are highly competitive. The
Company may lose customers or the customers of acquired entities as a result of an acquisition; the Company may
lose key personnel, either from the acquired entity or from itself; and the Company may not be able to control the
incremental increase in noninterest expense arising from an acquisition in a manner that improves its overall operating
efficiencies. These factors could contribute to the Company's not achieving the expected benefits from its acquisitions
within desired time frames, if at all. Future business acquisitions could be material to the Company and it may issue
additional shares of common stock to pay for those acquisitions, which would dilute current shareholders' ownership
interests. Acquisitions also could require the Company to use substantial cash or other liquid assets or to incur debt;
the Company could therefore become more susceptible to economic downturns and competitive pressures.

The Company is subject to extensive regulation which could adversely affect its business.
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The Company's operations as a publicly traded corporation, a bank holding company, and an insured depository
institution are subject to extensive regulation by federal, state, and local governmental authorities and are subject to
various laws and
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judicial and administrative decisions imposing requirements and restrictions on part or all of the Company's
operations. Because the Company's business is highly regulated, the laws, rules, and regulations applicable to it are
subject to frequent and sometimes extensive change. Such changes could include higher capital requirements,
increased insurance premiums, increased compliance costs, reductions of non-interest income and limitations on
services that can be provided. Actions by regulatory agencies or significant litigation against the Company could
cause it to devote significant time and resources to defend itself and may lead to liability or penalties that materially
affect the Company and its shareholders. Any future changes in the laws, rules or regulations applicable to the
Company may negatively affect the Company's business and results of operations.

Recently enacted capital standards may have an adverse effect on the Company's profitability, lending, and ability to
pay dividends on the Company's securities.

In July 2013, the FRB and the OCC released final rules which implement the Basel III regulatory capital reforms from
the Basel Committee and certain changes required by the Dodd-Frank Act. Under the final rules, minimum
requirements for both the quality and quantity of capital held by banking organizations have increased. Consistent
with the international Basel framework, the rule includes a new minimum ratio of common equity Tier 1 capital to
risk-weighted assets of 4.5% and a common equity Tier 1 capital conservation buffer of 2.5% of risk-weighted assets
that applies to all supervised financial institutions. The rule also, among other things, raised the minimum ratio of Tier
1 capital to risk-weighted assets from 4% to 6% and included a minimum leverage ratio of 4% for all banking
organizations. The new rules became effective January 1, 2015. The potential impact of the new capital rules includes,
but is not limited to, reduced lending and negative pressure on profitability and return on equity due to the higher
capital requirements. To the extent the Company is required to increase capital in the future to comply with the new
capital rules, its ability to pay dividends on its securities may be reduced.

In December 2017, the Basel Committee published standards that it described as the finalization of the Basel I1I
post-crisis regulatory reforms (the standards are commonly referred to as “Basel IV”’). Among other things, these
standards revise the Basel Committee’s standardized approach for credit risk (including by recalibrating risk weights
and introducing new capital requirements for certain “unconditionally cancellable commitments,” such as unused credit
card lines of credit) and provide a new standardized approach for operational risk capital. Under the proposed
framework, these standards will generally be effective on January 1, 2022, with an aggregate output floor phasing-in
through January 1, 2027. Under the current capital rules, operational risk capital requirements and a capital floor apply
only to advanced approaches institutions, and not to the Company. The impact of Basel IV on the Company and the
Bank will depend on the manner in which it is implemented by the federal bank regulatory agencies.

New regulations issued by the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau could adversely the Company's earnings.

The CFPB has broad rule making authority to administer and carry out the provisions of the Dodd-Frank Act with
respect to financial institutions that offer covered financial products and services to consumers. Pursuant to the
Dodd-Frank Act, the CFPB issued a final rule effective January 10, 2014, requiring mortgage lenders to make a
reasonable and good faith determination based on verified and documented information that a consumer applying for a
mortgage loan has a reasonable ability to repay the loan according to its terms, or to originate "qualified mortgages"
that meet specific requirements with respect to terms, pricing and fees. The new rule also contains new disclosure
requirements at mortgage loan origination and in monthly statements. These requirements could limit the Company's
ability to make certain types of loans or loans to certain borrowers, or could make it more expensive and/or time
consuming to make these loans, which could adversely impact the Company's profitability.

Changes in accounting standards could impact reported earnings.

From time to time, with increasing frequency, there are changes in the financial accounting and reporting standards
that govern the preparation of the Company's financial statements. These changes can materially impact how the
Company records and reports its financial condition and results of operations. In some instances, the Company could
be required to apply a new or revised standard retroactively, resulting in the restatement of prior period financial
statements.

Failure to maintain effective systems of internal and disclosure control could have a material adverse effect on the
Company's results of operation and financial condition.

Effective internal and disclosure controls are necessary for the Company to provide reliable financial reports and
effectively prevent fraud and to operate successfully as a public company. If the Company cannot provide reliable
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financial reports or prevent fraud, its reputation and operating results would be harmed. As part of the Company's
ongoing monitoring of internal control, it may discover material weaknesses or significant deficiencies in its internal
control that require remediation. A "material weakness" is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal
control over financial reporting, such that there is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement of a company's
annual or interim financial statements will not be prevented or detected on a timely basis.
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The Company has in the past discovered, and may in the future discover, areas of its internal controls that need
improvement. Even so, the Company is continuing to work to improve its internal controls. The Company cannot be
certain that these measures will ensure that it implements and maintains adequate controls over its financial processes
and reporting in the future. Any failure to maintain effective controls or to timely effect any necessary improvement
of the Company's internal and disclosure controls could, among other things, result in losses from fraud or error, harm
the Company's reputation or cause investors to lose confidence in the Company's reported financial information, all of
which could have a material adverse effect on the Company's results of operation and financial condition.

The carrying value of goodwill may be adversely impacted.

When the Company completes an acquisition, generally goodwill is recorded on the date of acquisition as an asset.
Current accounting guidance requires for goodwill to be tested for impairment, which the Company performs an
impairment analysis at least annually, rather than amortizing it over a period of time. A significant adverse change in
expected future cash flows or sustained adverse change in the Company's common stock could require the asset to
become impaired. If impaired, the Company would incur a non-cash charge to earnings that would have a significant
impact on the results of operations. The carrying value of goodwill was approximately $43.9 million at December 31,
2017.

The Company may need to raise additional capital in the future to continue to grow, but may be unable to obtain
additional capital on favorable terms or at all.

Federal and state banking regulators and safe and sound banking practices require the Company to maintain adequate
levels of capital to support its operations. Although the Company currently has no specific plans for additional
offices, its business strategy calls for it to continue to grow in its existing banking markets (internally and through
additional offices) and to expand into new markets as appropriate opportunities arise. Continued growth in the
Company's earning assets, which may result from internal expansion and new branch offices, at rates in excess of the
rate at which its capital is increased through retained earnings, will reduce the Company's capital ratios. If the
Company's capital ratios fell below "well capitalized" levels, the FDIC deposit insurance assessment rate would
increase until capital was restored and maintained at a "well capitalized" level. A higher assessment rate would cause
an increase in the assessments the Company pays for federal deposit insurance, which would have an adverse effect on
the Company's operating results.

Management of the Company believes that its current and projected capital position is sufficient to maintain capital
ratios significantly in excess of regulatory requirements for the next several years and allow the Company flexibility
in the timing of any possible future efforts to raise additional capital. However, if, in the future, the Company needs
to increase its capital to fund additional growth or satisfy regulatory requirements, its ability to raise that additional
capital will depend on conditions at that time in the capital markets, economic conditions, the Company's financial
performance and condition, and other factors, many of which are outside its control. There is no assurance that the
Company will be able to raise additional capital on terms favorable to it or at all. Any future inability to raise
additional capital on terms acceptable to the Company may have a material adverse effect on its ability to expand
operations, and on its financial condition, results of operations and future prospects.

The Company relies on other companies to provide key components of the Company's business infrastructure.

Third parties provide key components of the Company's business operations such as data processing, recording and
monitoring transactions, online banking interfaces and services, Internet connections and network access. While the
Company has selected these third party vendors carefully, it does not control their actions. Any problem caused by
these third parties, including those resulting from disruptions in communication services provided by a vendor, failure
of a vendor to handle current or higher volumes, cybersecurity breaches, failure of a vendor to provide services for
any reason or poor performance of services, could adversely affect the Company's ability to deliver products and
services to its customers and otherwise conduct its business. Financial or operational difficulties of a third party
vendor could also hurt the Company's operations if those difficulties interface with the vendor's ability to serve the
Company. Replacing these third party vendors could also create significant delay and expense. Accordingly, use of
such third parties creates an unavoidable inherent risk to the Company's business operations.

The Company's exposure to operational, technological and organizational risk may adversely affect the Company.
The Company is exposed to many types of operational risks, including reputation, legal, and compliance risk, the risk
of fraud or theft by employees or outsiders, unauthorized transactions by employees or operational errors, clerical or
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record-keeping errors, and errors resulting from faulty or disabled computer or telecommunications systems.
Negative public opinion can result from the actual or alleged conduct in any number of activities, including lending
practices, corporate governance, and acquisitions, and from actions taken by government regulators and community
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organizations in response to those activities. Negative public opinion can adversely affect the Company's ability to
attract and retain customers and can expose it to litigation and regulatory action.

Certain errors may be repeated or compounded before they are discovered and successfully rectified. The Company's
necessary dependence upon automated systems to record and process its transactions may further increase the risk that
technical system flaws or employee tampering or manipulation of those systems will result in losses that are difficult
to detect. The Company may also be subject to disruptions of its operating systems arising from events that are
wholly or partially beyond its control (for example, computer viruses or electrical or telecommunications outages),
which may give rise to disruption of service to customers and to financial loss or liability. The Company is further
exposed to the risk that its external vendors may be unable to fulfill their contractual obligations (or will be subject to
the same risk of fraud or operational errors by their respective employees as is the Company) and to the risk that the
Company's (or its vendors') business continuity and data security systems prove to be inadequate.

The Company's operations may be adversely affected by cybersecurity risks.

The Company relies heavily on communications and information systems to conduct business. Any failure,
interruption, or breach in security of these systems could result in failures or disruptions in the Company's internet
banking, deposit, loan, and other systems. While the Company has policies and procedures designed to prevent or
limit the effect of such failure, interruption, or security breach of the Company's information systems, there can be no
assurance that they will not occur or, if they do occur, that they will be adequately addressed. Further, to access the
Company’s products and services, its customers may use computers and mobile devices that are beyond the Company’s
security control systems. The occurrence of any failure, interruption or security breach of the Company's
communications and information systems could damage the Company's reputation, result in a loss of customer
business, subject the Company to additional regulatory scrutiny, or expose the Company to civil litigation and
possible financial liability. Additionally, the Company outsources its data processing to a third party. If the
Company's third party provider encounters difficulties or if the Company has difficulty in communicating with such
third party, it will significantly affect the Company's ability to adequately process and account for customer
transactions, which would significantly affect its business operations.

In the ordinary course of business, the Company collects and stores sensitive data, including proprietary business
information and personally identifiable information of its customers and employees in systems and on networks. The
secure processing, maintenance and use of this information is critical to operations and the Company's business
strategy. The Company has invested in accepted technologies, and annually reviews processes and practices that are
designed to protect its networks, computers and data from damage or unauthorized access. Despite these security
measures, the Company's computer systems and infrastructure may be vulnerable to attacks by hackers or breached
due to employee error, malfeasance or other disruptions. A breach of any kind could compromise systems and the
information stored there could be accessed, damaged or disclosed. A breach in security could result in legal claims,
regulatory penalties, disruption in operations, and damage to the Company's reputation, which could adversely affect
the Company's business. Furthermore, as cyberattacks continue to evolve and increase, the Company may be required
to expend significant additional resources to modify or enhance its protective measures, or to investigate and
remediate any identified information security vulnerabilities.

Multiple major U.S. retailers, financial institutions, government agencies and departments have experienced data
systems incursions reportedly resulting in the thefts of credit and debit card information, online account information,
and other financial data of tens of millions of individuals and customers. Retailer incursions affect cards issued and
deposit accounts maintained by many financial institutions, including the Bank. Although neither the Company's nor
the Bank's systems are breached in government or retailer incursions, these events can cause the Bank to reissue a
significant number of cards and take other costly steps to avoid significant theft loss to the Bank and its customers. In
some cases, the Bank may be required to reimburse customers for the losses they incur. Other possible points of
intrusion or disruption not within the Company's nor the Bank's control include internet service providers, electronic
mail portal providers, social media portals, distant-server (so called "cloud") service providers, electronic data security
providers, personal computers and mobile phones, telecommunications companies, and mobile phone manufacturers.
The Company’s risk-management framework may not be effective in mitigating risk and loss.

The Company maintains an enterprise risk management program that is designed to identify, quantify, monitor, report,
and control the risks that it faces. These risks include, but are not limited to: strategic, interest-rate, credit, liquidity,
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operations, pricing, reputation, compliance, litigation and cybersecurity. While the Company assesses and improves
this program on an ongoing basis, there can be no assurance that its approach and framework for risk management and
related controls will effectively mitigate all risk and limit losses in its business. If conditions or circumstances arise
that expose flaws or gaps in the Company’s risk-management program, or if its controls break down, the Company’s
results of operations and financial condition may be adversely affected.

20

39



Edgar Filing: AMERICAN NATIONAL BANKSHARES INC. - Form 10-K

Current and proposed regulation addressing consumer privacy and data use and security could increase the Company's
costs and impact its reputation.

The Company is subject to a number of laws concerning consumer privacy and data use and security, including
information safeguard rules under the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act. These rules require that financial institutions
develop, implement and maintain a written, comprehensive information security program containing safeguards that
are appropriate to the financial institution's size and complexity, the nature and scope of the financial institution's
activities, and the sensitivity of any customer information at issue. The United States has experienced a heightened
legislative and regulatory focus on privacy and data security, including requiring consumer notification in the event of
a data breach. In addition, most states have enacted security breach legislation requiring varying levels of consumer
notification in the event of certain types of security breaches. New regulations in these areas may increase the
Company's compliance costs, which could negatively impact earnings. In addition, failure to comply with the privacy
and data use and security laws and regulations to which the Company is subject, including by reason of inadvertent
disclosure of confidential information, could result in fines, sanctions, penalties or other adverse consequences and
loss of consumer confidence, which could materially adversely affect the Company's results of operations, overall
business, and reputation.

Consumers may increasingly decide not to use the Bank to complete their financial transactions because of
technological and other changes, which would have a material adverse impact on the Company's financial condition
and operations.

Technology and other changes are allowing parties to complete financial transactions through alternative methods that
historically have involved banks. For example, consumers can now maintain funds that would have historically been
held as bank deposits in brokerage accounts, mutual funds or general-purpose reloadable prepaid cards. Consumers
can also complete transactions such as paying bills and/or transferring funds directly without the assistance of banks.
The process of eliminating banks as intermediaries, known as "disintermediation," could result in the loss of fee
income, as well as the loss of customer deposits and the related income generated from those deposits. The loss of
these revenue streams and the lower cost of deposits as a source of funds could have a material adverse effect on the
Company's financial condition and results of operations.

Negative perception of the Company through media may adversely affect the Company’s reputation and business.
The Company’s reputation is critical to the success of its business. The Company believes that its brand image has
been well received by customers, reflecting the fact that the brand image, like the Company’s business, is based in part
on trust and confidence. The Company’s reputation and brand image could be negatively affected by rapid and
widespread distribution of publicity through social and traditional media channels. The Company’s reputation could
also be affected by the Company’s association with clients affected negatively through social and traditional media
distribution, or other third parties, or by circumstances outside of the Company’s control. Negative publicity, whether
true or untrue, could affect the Company’s ability to attract or retain customers, or cause the Company to incur
additional liabilities or costs, or result in additional regulatory scrutiny.

The Company is subject to claims and litigation pertaining to fiduciary responsibility.

From time to time, customers make claims and take legal action pertaining to the performance of the Company's
fiduciary responsibilities. Whether customer claims and legal action related to the performance of the Company's
fiduciary responsibilities are founded or unfounded, if such claims and legal actions are not resolved in a manner
favorable to the Company, they may result in significant financial liability and/or adversely affect the market
perception of the Company and its products and services, as well as impact customer demand for those products and
services. Any financial liability or reputation damage could have a material adverse effect on the Company's business,
which, in turn, could have a material adverse effect on the Company's financial condition and results of operations.
Changes in the federal, state or local tax laws may negatively impact the Company’s financial performance.

Changes in tax law could increase the Company’s effective tax rates. Such changes may be retroactive to previous
periods and as a result could negatively affect the Company’s current and future financial performance. The Tax
Reform Act, the full impact of which the Company is still analyzing, is likely to have both positive and negative
effects on the Company’s financial performance. For example, the new legislation will result in a reduction in federal
corporate tax rate from 35% to 21% beginning in 2018, which will have a favorable impact on the Company’s earnings
and capital generation abilities. However, the new legislation also enacted limitations on certain deductions, such as
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the deduction of FDIC deposit insurance premiums, which will partially offset the anticipated increase in net earnings
from the lower tax rate. In addition, as a result of the lower corporate tax rate, the Company revalued its ending net
deferred tax assets at December 31, 2017 and recognized a provisional $2.7 million tax expense in the Company’s
consolidated statement of income for the year ended December 31, 2017. The impact of the Tax Reform Act may
differ from the foregoing, possibly materially, due to changes in interpretations or in assumptions that the Company
has made, guidance or regulations that may be promulgated, and other actions that the Company
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may take as a result of the Tax Reform Act. Similarly, the Company’s customers are likely to experience varying
effects from both the individual and business tax provisions of the Tax Reform Act and such effects, whether positive
or negative, may have a corresponding impact on the Company’s business and the economy as a whole.

Severe weather, natural disasters, acts of war or terrorism, and other external events could significantly impact the
Company’s business.

Severe weather, natural disasters, acts of war or terrorism, and other adverse external events could have a significant
impact on the Company’s ability to conduct business. In addition, such events could affect the stability of the
Company’s deposit base, impair the ability of borrowers to repay outstanding loans, impair the value of collateral
securing loans, cause significant property damage, result in loss of revenue, and/or cause the Company to incur
additional expenses. The occurrence of any such event in the future could have a material adverse effect on the
Company’s business, which, in turn, could have a material adverse effect on its financial condition and results of
operations.

Risks Related to the Company's Common Stock

While the Company's common stock is currently traded on the Nasdaq Global Select Market, it has less liquidity than
stocks for larger companies quoted on a national securities exchange.

The trading volume in the Company's common stock on the Nasdaq Global Select Market has been relatively low
when compared with larger companies listed on the Nasdaq Global Select Market or other stock exchanges. There is
no assurance that a more active and liquid trading market for the common stock will exist in the future. Consequently,
shareholders may not be able to sell a substantial number of shares for the same price at which shareholders could sell
a smaller number of shares. In addition, we cannot predict the effect, if any, that future sales of the Company's
common stock in the market, or the availability of shares of common stock for sale in the market, will have on the
market price of the common stock.

Economic and other conditions may cause volatility in the price of the Company’s common stock.

In the current economic environment, the prices of publicly traded stocks in the financial services sector have been
volatile. However, even in a more stable economic environment the price of the Company’s common stock can be
affected by a variety of factors such as expected or actual results of operations, changes in analysts’ recommendations
or projections, announcements of developments related to its businesses, operating and stock performance of other
companies deemed to be peers, news or expectations based on the performance of others in the financial services
industry, and expected impacts of a changing regulatory environment. These factors not only impact the price of the
Company’s common stock but could also affect the liquidity of the stock given the Company’s size, geographical
footprint, and industry. The price for shares of the Company’s common stock may fluctuate significantly in the future,
and these fluctuations may be unrelated to the Company’s performance. General market price declines or market
volatility in the future could adversely affect the price for shares of the Company’s common stock, and the current
market price of such shares ma